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Inspiration & Aspiration: Future Perspectives in Mental Health Research

AGENDA

9:30–9:45 a.m. Opening Remarks

Shelli Avenevoli, Ph.D.
Acting Director, National Institute of Mental Health

Monica A. Bertagnolli, M.D. (virtual)
Director, National Institutes of Health

9:45–10:45 a.m. Introduction by Dr. Avenevoli

Keynote 1: Embracing Lived Experience as the Future for Research 

Chyrell Bellamy, Ph.D., M.S.W.
Professor, Department of Psychiatry, Yale School of Medicine; Director, Yale Program 
for Recovery and Community Health; Associate Director, Diversity, Equity, Inclusion 
and Accessibility, Yale Center for Clinical Investigation

10:45 a.m.–12:00 p.m. Session 1
Moderator: Maura Landers

Michael Wells, Ph.D.
An Atlas of Human Vulnerability
Assistant Professor, Department of Human Genetics
University of California Los Angeles

Antonio Fernandez-Ruiz, Ph.D. 
On-Demand Neural Intervention to Restore Cognitive Impairments
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurobiology and Behavior
Cornell University

Nicole Provenza, Ph.D.
Next-Generation Neuromodulation Strategies for Mental Illness
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurosurgery
Baylor College of Medicine

Brielle Ferguson, Ph.D.
Creating Space: How Grassroots Movements are Changing the Face of Science
Assistant Professor, Department of Genetics and Neurology, Harvard Medical School;
Assistant Professor, Department of Neurology Research, Boston Children's Hospital

(15 minutes) Panel with Q&A from Audience

12:00–12:40 p.m. Lunch
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AGENDA continued

12:40–1:55 p.m. Session 2 
Moderator: Serena Chu, Ph.D.

Silvia Lopez-Guzman, M.D., Ph.D.
Living Up to the Promise of Individualized Care for Mental Health Disorders 
Chief, Unit on Computational Decision Neuroscience
National Institutes of Health

Alexandra Rodman, Ph.D.
Coming of Age in a Digital World: Advancing Smartphone Measurement to Predict 
Adolescent Mental Health
Assistant Professor, Department of Psychology
Northeastern University

Ashley Hagaman, Ph.D., M.P.H.
Futures for Suicide Prevention Research: Pragmatic Innovations Around the World
Assistant Professor, Department of Social and Behavioral Sciences 
Yale School of Public Health

Jane Zhu, M.D., M.P.P., M.S.H.P.
Beyond Insurance: Addressing Supply Side Barriers to Mental Health Access
Associate Professor, Division of General Internal Medicine
Oregon Health and Science University 

(15 minutes) Panel with Q&A from Audience

1:55–2:15 p.m. Break

2:15–3:30 p.m. Session 3 
Moderator: Dan Handwerker, Ph.D. 

Jahn Jaramillo, M.P.H.
Advancing Mental Health for All: Future Research Directions for a Healthier Tomorrow 
in LGBTQ+ and Latino/x/e Communities
Doctoral Candidate, Division of Prevention Science and Community Health 
University of Miami

Alessandra Angelino, M.D., M.P.H.
See Us. Hear Us. Celebrate Us. – Supporting the Mental Health of Indigenous 
Adolescents
Pediatrician and Fellow, Department of Adolescent Medicine
Johns Hopkins and the Center for Indigenous Health
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AGENDA continued

2:15–3:30 p.m. Session 3 – Continued

Brittany Rudd, Ph.D.
Time to Move the Needle: Envisioning a Community-Engaged Public Mental Health 
Research Agenda
Assistant Professor, Departments of Psychiatry, Psychology and Law 
University of Illinois Chicago 

Oladunni Oluwoye, Ph.D.
Thinking Upstream: Equitable Mental Health Services and Research
Associate Professor, Department of Community and Behavioral Health 
Washington State University

(15 minutes) Panel with Q&A from Audience

3:30–4:30 p.m. Introduction by Susan Amara, Ph.D.

Keynote 2: Mapping and Editing Brain Circuits for Emotions

Kafui Dzirasa, M.D., Ph.D.
A. Eugene and Marie Washington Presidential Distinguished Professor, Departments
of Psychiatry and Behavioral Sciences, Neurobiology, Biomedical Engineering,
and Neurosurgery
Duke University

4:30–4:45 p.m. Closing Remarks

Shelli Avenevoli, Ph.D.
Acting Director, National Institute of Mental Health

Lunch was graciously provided by the Foundation for the National Institutes of Health.*

This event will be videotaped and photographed.

*Appropriated funds were not used for this purchase.




